
Staffing for 2020 
We are pleased to announce that Liz Lapish has been appointed to the Deputy
Principal position.  

Important Dates
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Message from the Principal

A pānui from Liz 
Tēnā koutou katoa, Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti ārahia o tātou mahi –
Let the uniqueness of the child guide us in our work.
 
I feel deeply honoured and privileged to be joining the whānau of
Oranga School in 2020. I am excited and committed to building
strong and caring relationships with all students, whānau, staff and
the wider school community that enables Oranga to be a
wonderful place of collaboration and positive learning. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful summer break together and look forward to meeting you all next
year.
Nāku anō
Liz Lapish (M.Ed. - Hons, 1st Class) 
 
Emma Halford and Laura Ferris have both been appointed to Associate Principal roles.
Congratulations to Sarah Gundesen who will be leading Te Moana in 2020.  
 
At the end of this year we say goodbye to Hannah Soakai, Jason Bay, Anna Campbell,
Carolyn Aish and Nettie Murray-Rountree.
 
A pānui from Mrs Soakai
Thank you Oranga School for three wonderful years! This school community has helped shape me as
a teacher and as a person and I will forever be grateful for the time I've spent here. I have had the
honour of working with some amazing colleagues, children and whānau over my time here, all of
whom have enriched my life. My husband Dietrich and I have decided to move back to my home town
of Christchurch and I have accepted a teaching position at my old primary school, Hillview Christian
School. We are really sad to be leaving Auckland but excited for what is in store for us in
Christchurch! Thank you for everything Oranga School, I will miss you a lot. Hannah Soakai x
 
A pānui from Miss Aish
I am very sad to be leaving Oranga School, and Te Whenua Rua especially. It has been my privilege
to work with you all this year and I wish each and every one of you much happiness in the future.
Always endeavour to try your hardest, to do your best, but most of all, always strive to be kind. Much
love, Miss Aish.
 

WIKI 6 - EOTC
Wednesday 20th November
BOT Meeting
Staffroom - 7pm
 
Friday 22nd November
Whole School Assembly
Hosted by Rooms Te Awa
2.30pm - 3pm
All whānau welcome
 
WIKI 7
Monday 25th November
Excellence Assembly
9am - 9.30am
 
Tuesday 26th November
Zone Athletics
Mt Smart Stadium
9am - 2.30pm
 
Wednesday 27th November
Oranga's Got Talent
6pm - 7.30pm
School Hall
 
WIKI 8
Wednesday 4th December
100 Excellence Ticket
Celebration
 
Thursday 5th December
Musiq Hub Student Concert
School Hall
1pm - 2pm
 
Friday 6th December
Whole School Assembly 
Hosted by Room 12
2.30pm- 3pm
All whānau welcome
 



A pānui from Miss Anna
Thank you Oranga School! I feel privileged to have worked with so many incredible children and families during the time I have been
teaching here. Oranga School has become my family and my home. I feel very much like a teenager again, who is leaving the safety
and security of a loving family to venture out into the big wide world! I am so grateful for all the wonderful experiences I have had and
will miss the children immensely! Next year, I will be joining Baverstock Oaks School, where my daughter will join me in November
when she turns 5. Keep being amazing Oranga!  Miss Anna xx 
 
A pānui from Mr Bay
Thank you to the fantastic children, whānau and community of Oranga School. I cannot believe that my first year as a teacher has
nearly come to an end. It feels as though it was only yesterday that I first walked into Room 18 and at the same time it feels as though
I've been a part of the Oranga community forever. It has been a real joy, as well as an exciting challenge taking on a classroom of my
own and I will never forget the children who made my first year so special. I have made the decision to spend 2020 relief teaching part-
time so as to be able to spend more time with my own family. This means that I will continue to see many of your lovely faces, albeit a
little less regularly! Thank you again for sharing this year with me - Mr Bay.
 
We thank all of the teachers that are leaving for the wonderful commitment to our Oranga whanau.  We acknowledge and thank you for
the time and effort you have put into our students, staff and community.  We wish them all the best for the future.
 
We welcome 5 phenomenal new teachers to our school in 2020!  Rachel Goldstine, Juliette Pertab, Charlotte Rose Ruddell, Jodi
Drake and Lynley Kemp. 
The staff for 2020:
 
 
 

Class placements
Over the coming weeks, teachers will be placing students in their 2020 classes. Teachers thoughtfully and thoroughly
consider all factors when designing balanced classrooms and it is an extremely complex task. If you would like to make
a request about the placement of your child for 2020, please email or make an appointment with the current team
leader. We do our best to consider all requests, however please note that we are not able to guarantee these.  Also, if
your child is not returning to Oranga in 2020 please let the school office know urgently.
Support staff
I am sure you will be aware of NZEI’s current campaign for support staff which encourages the government to commit
to a substantial pay increase for all support staff.  Learning Assistants are key members of a school yet are often those
that are the most poorly paid. Learning Assistants provide huge amounts of support to teachers and students, therefore
schools would not function without them. However, NZEI reports that 90% of LA’s across the country are earning less
than the living wage of $21.15 and most are in insecure, fixed-term employment.  All support staff also need significant
pay increases, improvements to allowances and firm commitments to pay equity processes too. Support staff make a
real difference for our tamariki.

Last day of School
The last day of school is Wednesday 18th December - 1pm.  Please collect your childern from the school hall.


